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Minimum Wage Debate:  
To Raise or Not to Raise 

 

“Political pressure is building on Congress to 
raise the federal minimum wage, which has 
remained at $7.25 an hour since 2009. Polls 
show a majority of Americans support the 
idea; low-wage workers have staged protests 
demanding higher pay; and 21 states have set 
their own hourly minimums at more than 
$7.25. Congressional Democrats have 

introduced legislation to raise the federal minimum to $10.10 an hour, to be phased in over a little 
more than two years, and President Obama has expressed support for the measure. But business 
groups, including the National Restaurant Association and U.S. Chamber of Commerce, strongly 
oppose an increase, saying it would force fast-food outlets, retailers and other employers to eliminate 
jobs for the poorest, lowest-skilled workers. Supporters of an increase say raising the minimum would 
cause minimal job loss while putting money into the hands of low-wage workers who would spend it, 
boosting the economy.”    

Mantel, Barbara. "Minimum Wage." CQ Researcher, 24 Jan. 2014: p.p. 73-96. Accessed 31 Aug. 2016. 
 

Databases 

Classroom Video 
on Demand 

Classroom Video On Demand is a comprehensive streaming video subscription service for high schools, featuring 
unlimited access to more than 5,000 educational programs that can be viewed in class, at the library, or from home. 
Brought to you by Facts On File, in conjunction with Films for the Humanities and Sciences (FFH&S), CVOD  is a 
compilation of FFH&S’s best high-school-level video content spanning across all subject areas. 

CQ Researcher 
CQ Researcher explores a single "hot" issue in the news in depth each week. Topics range from social and teen issues 
to environment, health, education and science and technology. Available also in print in the bound periodical collection. 

Encyclopedia 
Americana 

A standard in school, academic, and public libraries, the Encyclopedia Americana is easy to search online. This 
database helps middle- to upper-grade students find a wealth of information to assist with homework and research 
projects. 

Encyclopædia 
Britannica School 

Edition 

Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition provides access to three databases: -- Encyclopædia Britannica for 
high school students and up, -- Comptons by Britannica for middle school students and up and -- Britannica Elementary 
for elementary students and up. 

Facts On File 
World News Digest 

World News Digest brings together the archival record of domestic and international news, unrivaled for its depth, 
breadth, and accuracy, covers all major political, social, and economic events since November 1940. World News 
Digest is updated twice weekly and includes a searchable hourly newsfeed. 

Issues & 
Controversies 

Issues and Controversies helps researchers understand today’s crucial issues by exploring hot topics in politics, 
government, business, education, and popular culture. 

Issues and 
Controversies in 
American History 

With Issues and Controversies in American History, history comes to life, not as a mere recitation of names and 
dates, but as a series of turning points where the future hung in the balance and opinions raged on all sides. Each in-
depth exploration delivers dynamic, concise, and balanced coverage that provides the background, outcomes, and 
contemporary points of view for the major topics in every American history curriculum. 

ProQuest Central 
K12 

ProQuest Central K12 offers a comprehensive publication collection that meets a wide range of research demands. 
From general reference to advanced subject matter, ProQuest has more than 2,000 periodicals and newspapers. 
Simply ProQuest and look for articles dealing “ancient civilizations” and Mesopotamia. 

SIRS Renaissance 

SIRS® Renaissance—Current Perspectives on the Arts & Humanities—is a reference database that provides dynamic 
information on the following topics: architecture and design, culture, literature, multimedia, music, performing arts, 
philosophy and religion, and visual arts. 

World Book 
Encyclopedia  

World Book Web online is an expanded version of World Book’s print encyclopedias. Without the space constraints of 
the printed page, World Book has added more pictures, sound clips and more up-to-date information online. 

World History: The 
Modern Era 
 - ABC-CLIO 

World History: The Modern Era (covering history from the Renaissance to today) is the latest update of the reference 
standard of electronic history reference materials for high school and high-level middle school coursework. 

http://streaming.factsonfile.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?aid=17807
http://streaming.factsonfile.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?aid=17807
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/
http://go.grolier.com/
http://go.grolier.com/
http://new.school.eb.com/
http://new.school.eb.com/
http://new.school.eb.com/
http://www.2facts.com/Direct2.asp?ItemID=WE56&id=95299
http://www.2facts.com/Direct2.asp?ItemID=WE56&id=95299
http://icof.infobaselearning.com/index.aspx
http://icof.infobaselearning.com/index.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/index.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/index.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/index.aspx
http://proquest.umi.com/login
http://proquest.umi.com/login
http://sks.sirs.com/cgi-bin/hst-portal-ren?id=STN0007-0-8473
http://tntel-agent.auto-graphics.com/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=tntel&lid=tntel&dataid=1747&term
http://tntel-agent.auto-graphics.com/homepages/CustomerWide/ValidateGlobalIP.asp?cuid=tntel&lid=tntel&dataid=1747&term
http://worldhistory.abc-clio.com/
http://worldhistory.abc-clio.com/
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Remote Access to Hedges Library Online Databases 
 

You may also access the library page from the Baylor 
School homepage: (http://www.baylorschool.org/) Mouse 
over ACADEMICS and click on the library link located at 
the right side of that drop down menu. Once there, select 
“Online Resources” from the options from the menu on the 
left side of the page.  
 

Once there, at the top of the 
center column, click on 

Remote access information. You will be prompted for your current First Class 
account username and password. Once there, click the link “Remote access” 
again and a pdf file with database information will open. Select desired database 
and follow directions. 

Vetted Websites 
My Minimum Wage Isn't a Living Wage    
URL: http://money.cnn.com/2014/01/22/news/economy/minimum-living-wage/ 
Minimum wage isn't enough to live on, especially if you have a family to support. Working full-time isn't enough 
to cover the necessities, even for those making $10 an hour. Depending on where you live, it takes between 
$12 and $23 an hour to cover basic family expenses. The politicians' debate about raising minimum wage 
shows their lack of personal experience with poverty. Meet one of the many workers who lost their jobs in the 
recession, and had to resort to a fast-food job. Workers want their pay super-sized. The industry says that 
would mean fewer jobs and higher prices.   
  

A Closer Look at How Corporations Influence Congress    
URL: http://www.npr.org/2014/02/13/276448190/a-closer-look-at-how-corporations-influence-congress 
From issues like raising the minimum wage to the debate over high-fructose corn syrup versus sugar, 
corporations have a lot at stake when Congress and the public are making decisions. Corporate lobby groups, 
nonprofit and nonpartisan think tanks, and consumer groups are sometimes funded by industries to share 
information that backs the industry's position. While a report might look academic and talk about concerns like 
poverty and unemployment, it is really about the bottom line.   
 

Who Makes Minimum Wage?    
URL: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/09/08/who-makes-minimum-wage/ 
The federal minimum wage has increased from 25 cents an hour in 1938 to $7.25 in 2013. When adjusted for 
inflation, the earliest minimum wage would have only equaled $3.40 in today's dollars. The amount minimum 
wage will buy has gone up and down. Fewer than 5% of hourly employees make minimum wage. Half of these 
workers are between the ages of 16 and 24. About three-fourths are white, and two-thirds work part-time. 
Nearly half work in food preparation and serving. Other sizable groups include retail, personal care, office 
support, cleaning, and transportation.   
 

The Competition for Low-Wage Jobs   
URL:  http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/03/18/the-competition-for-low-wage-jobs/?_r=0 
Room for Debate is a series from the New York Times that discusses current topics. This issue is about the 
economic crisis and how it affects both immigrants and unskilled workers from the United States. Opinions are 
shared by several different experts in economics, labor and immigration. See what each expert thinks about 
the competition for lower wage jobs between workers born in the United States and immigrants. Discussed are 
immigrants as a vital part of the U.S. workforce and why workers from the United States often don't take 
unskilled jobs.   
 

Cost-of-Living Disparities within States Complicate Minimum-Wage Debate    
URL: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/04/07/cost-of-living-disparities-within-states-complicate-minimum-wage-debate/ 
California and New York were the first states to begin to phase in a $15 an hour minimum wage. Disparities in 
cost-of-living make it difficult to determine a state-wide livable wage. Explore regional price parities. People 
living in Chicago need 34.6% more to make a living than people living in Danville, Illinois. In states like 
Wyoming and Vermont, the cost-of-living varies little. New York and Oregon are raising their minimum wage in 
geographic tiers to reflect these differences. Nearly three-fourths of Americans support raising the minimum 
wage, yet just eleven percent think it should be $15 an hour.   
 

http://www.baylorschool.org/
http://money.cnn.com/2014/01/22/news/economy/minimum-living-wage/
http://www.npr.org/2014/02/13/276448190/a-closer-look-at-how-corporations-influence-congress
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/09/08/who-makes-minimum-wage/
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/03/18/the-competition-for-low-wage-jobs/?_r=0
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/04/07/cost-of-living-disparities-within-states-complicate-minimum-wage-debate/
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Should the Federal Minimum Wage Be Increased?    
URL: http://minimum-wage.procon.org/ 
First introduced during the Great Depression, the federal minimum wage was twenty-five cents an hour in 
1938. Congress has increased the minimum wage more than twenty times to the 2016 federal rate of $7.25 an 
hour. Many states have a higher rate. Minimum wage is not enough to cover housing and basic living 
expenses. Proponents of raising the minimum wage think it would boost the economy, reduce poverty, and 
increase worker productivity. Critics say it would lead to layoffs, increase unemployment rates, force small 
businesses to close, and raise prices.   
 

Best and Worst Places for People on Minimum Wage    
URL: http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20151215-the-best-and-worst-places-for-people-on-minimum-wage 
Full-time employment isn't always enough to cover the cost of rent and put food on the table. Find out how far 
the minimum wage will stretch in ten countries around the world. These numbers are calculated based on a 
family of four with two minimum wage earners. Australians and Germans need just thirty-six percent of 
minimum wage to cover the daily essentials. Americans need seventy-four percent of minimum wage to cover 
expenses. People making the minimum wage in Kenya, Russia, India, and Mexico fall far short in covering 
daily essentials. Compare what a day's wage in Australia and India can buy.   
 

The Faces of $15: Real Stories of the Real Consequences of Raising the Minimum Wage    
URL: http://www.aei.org/publication/the-faces-of-15-real-stories-of-the-real-consequences-of-raising-the-minimum-wage/ 
Low-skilled workers will benefit from the minimum wage being raised if they can keep their job, hours, and 
benefits. Some will lose their job or have their hours or benefits reduced. Those who are unemployed and 
looking for a job may have a harder time finding one. Small businesses that survive on a thin profit margin may 
go out of business or have to cut expansion plans. Consumers will face higher prices at stores and restaurants. 
From bookstores to pizza restaurants, discover the consequences of higher minimum wages in California and 
Seattle.   
 

State Minimum Wages    
URL: http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/state-minimum-wage-chart.aspx 
Since 2009, the federal minimum wage has been $7.25 per hour. Nineteen states and a few territories have 
minimum wages set at the same level. A few states have not established their own minimum wage or have 
lower state minimum wages, making the federal minimum wage applicable in those states. Twenty-one states 
and the nation's capital have a minimum wage that is higher than $7.25. Investigate the state minimum wage 
for each state, including future scheduled increases and automatic cost of living adjustments.   
 

Minimum Wage Hikes Hurt Unskilled and Disadvantaged Workers' Job Prospects    
URL: http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2007/01/Minimum-Wage-Hikes-Hurt-Unskilled-and-Disadvantaged-Workers-Job-Prospects 
Increasing the minimum wage sounds like it would benefit everyone, but actually an increase can be 
detrimental to certain groups of workers. Discover how raising the minimum wage can make it even more 
difficult for unskilled and disadvantaged workers to find a job. This article explains why employers tend to hire 
more highly-skilled and productive workers when they are paying higher wages. Read about studies that show 
that higher minimum wages lead employers to hire skilled workers at the expense of unskilled workers.   
 

Measuring the Full Impact of Minimum and Living Wage Laws    
URL: http://www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2006/0506wicks-lim.html 
Minimum wage laws mean different things to employees, employers, and politicians. In this Dollars and Sense 
magazine online article, both minimum wage laws and living wage laws are discussed and compared. Learn 
why the minimum wage is at its lowest in terms of purchasing power and understand why employers don't 
always favor an increase in the minimum wage. Ripple effect raises and their impact on the economy are also 
described. Find out why living wage laws might generate less of a ripple effect.   
 

Questions and Answers about the Minimum Wage    
URL: http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/q-a.htm 
The federal minimum wage law provides a guaranteed minimum wage across the United States. Some states 
have a higher minimum wage that the one provided by the Fair Labor Standards Act. Tipped employees have 
a lower minimum wage provided by their employers, if their tips compensate for the difference. Teenage 
workers can be paid a lower minimum wage during their first 90 days of employment. Other groups that may 
receive special minimum wages are those whose disabilities reduce their production capacity, those who work 
limited hours while full time students, and those in vocational training.   
 

http://minimum-wage.procon.org/
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20151215-the-best-and-worst-places-for-people-on-minimum-wage
http://www.aei.org/publication/the-faces-of-15-real-stories-of-the-real-consequences-of-raising-the-minimum-wage/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment/state-minimum-wage-chart.aspx
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Reports/2007/01/Minimum-Wage-Hikes-Hurt-Unskilled-and-Disadvantaged-Workers-Job-Prospects
http://www.dollarsandsense.org/archives/2006/0506wicks-lim.html
http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/q-a.htm
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Minimum Wage Laws in the States    
URL: http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/america.htm 
The United States Department of Labor, Employment Standards Administration, presents this publication about 
the minimum wage laws in each state. From the map view just click on a state and read the information. The 
map is color coded to see at a glance which states have a minimum wage rate that his higher than the Federal 
rate, or which states do not have a minimum wage. Which state do you think has the highest minimum wage?   
 
 

Who is Covered by the Fair Labor Standards Act?    
URL: http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/free-books/employee-rights-book/chapter2-2.html 
Worker's rights to be paid fairly are guaranteed by the Fair Labor Standards Act. This act defines a 40-hour 
work week, establishes the federal minimum wage, sets requirements for overtime and places restrictions on 
child labor. Discover when and why the act was passed and learn about exceptions and exemptions. Learn 
which employees and which employers are covered and which ones are exempt. Common problems with 
some exemptions are explained. This article includes an internal link to frequently asked questions about wage 
and hour laws.   
 

Seattle Votes to Increase Its Minimum Wage to $15    
URL: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/seattle-votes-increaseminimum-wage-15-180951635/?no-ist 

Minimum wage in Seattle is being gradually raised to $15 an hour, which is twice what the national average 
was in 2012. By 2017, most businesses will pay required to pay $15 an hour. A few businesses have until 
2021. Seattle has 100,000 minimum wage workers, and this vote is designed to reduce income disparity. 
Reduced tips, runaway inflation, fewer employees, and businesses relocating outside the city are a few of the 
potential repercussions. Customers may have to follow European trends at fast food restaurants and order at 
digital kiosks.   
 

  Giving credit where credit to due: If you don’t give credit when you use other’s thoughts and 
information that is plagiarism. At Baylor: Plagiarism >> Violation of Honor Code >> Honor Council 
>> If found guilty >> Final Warning and penalties >> Guilty of 2nd offense >> Possible dismissal from 
Baylor >>> Not good  

MLA 8th Ed. Citations Guide 
Below is the general format for any citation -- whether it be print or digital. If the information is 

present, include it. If the information is missing, omit that component. :  

Author. Title. Title of container (self-contained if book), other contributors (translators or editors), 

version (edition), number (vol. and/or no.), publisher, publication date, location (pages, 

paragraphs URL or DOI). 2nd container’s title, other contributors, version, number, publisher, 

publication date, location, date of access (if applicable). 

Specific examples of the elements and examples of various common 8th ed. MLA citations: 
 

BOOKS AND EBOOKS 
Citation Elements: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Publisher, year.  
 

Example of one author: 

Picoult, Jodi. The Storyteller: A Novel. Emily Bestler, 2013.  
 

Example of 2-3 authors or editors:  

Posamentier, Alfred S., Daniel Jaye, and Stephen Krulik. Exemplary Practices for Secondary Math 

Teachers. Assn. for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2007.  

Elements of an essay or chapter in an anthology: 

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, 

Year, Page range of entry. 

 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/america.htm
http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/free-books/employee-rights-book/chapter2-2.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/seattle-votes-increaseminimum-wage-15-180951635/?no-ist
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Example of an essay or chapter in an anthology: 

Bazin, Patrick. “Toward Metareading.” The Future of the Book, edited by Geoffrey Nunberg, U of 

California P, 1996, pp. 153-68. 

Elements of a citation for an E-Book found on a web site or database: 

Author’s last name, First name. “Title of the chapter or section.” Title of the e-book, translated by or 

edited by First name Last name, Vol. number, Publisher, Year of publication, page number(s). 

Title of the web site or database, URL.  

Example of a citation for an E-Book found on a web site or database: 

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Gold Bug.” Short Stories for English Courses, edited by Rosa M.R. Mikels, 

2004. Project Gutenberg, www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/5403/pg5403-images.html. 

WEB PAGES 

Elements of a Website Citation: 

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of the Article or Individual Page.” Title of the website, Name of 

the publisher, Date of publication, URL.  

Example of website citations: 

White, Lori. “The Newest Fad in People Helping People: Little Free Pantries.” Upworthy, Cloud Tiger 

Media, 3 Aug. 2016, www.upworthy.com/the-newest-fad-in-people-helping-people-little-free-

pantries?g=2&c=hpstream. Accessed 24 August 2016. 

ARTICLES (FROM DATABASES OR NEWSPAPER/JOURNAL/MAGAZINE WEBSITES) 
 

Elements of a publication in an online database: 

Lastname, Firstname. "Article Title." Journal Title, volume, issue, year, pp. (page numbers). Database 

Name. URL. Day month year accessed.  

Note: In terms of volume and issue, one or both may be available. 
 

Example of a publication in an online database: 

Chan, Evans. “Postmodernism and Hong Kong Cinema.” Postmodern Culture, vol. 10, no. 3, May 

2000, pp. 17-18. Project Muse, muse.jhu.edu/article/37463. 

BE AWARE THAT SOME DATABASE VENDORS DO A BETTER JOB OF PROPERLY CITING 
ARTICLES THAN OTHERS. 

ABC-CLIO does a relatively good job of citing articles -- but states -- “Although every effort has been 
made to adhere to MLA rules, minor discrepancies may occur.” 

 

IN-TEXT CITATION EXAMPLES 
Citations are used to tell a reader which source is being quoted. The citation should match information in 
the Works Cited page. Generally, you’ll use the author’s last name and the page number (if the source 
cited has page numbers). NOTE: Periods should always follow the parenthetical citation. They should 
NEVER go within the quotation. Only exclamation points (!) and question marks (?) should be included in 
the quote.  

Regular Citation (Books and Journal Articles): 
According to Naomi Baron, reading is “just half of literacy. The other half is writing” (194).  

Or 
Reading is “just half of literacy. The other half is writing” (Baron 194).  

Works Cited Example 
Baron, Naomi S. “Redefining Reading: The Impact of Digital Communication Media.” PMLA, vol. 128, no. 
1, Jan. 2013, pp. 193-200.  

 

REMEMBER: Given the author’s last name, your readers can find the complete publication 
information for the source in the alphabetically arranged list of works cited that follows the 
text of your paper. 
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