
M.S. Summer Reading
OVERVIEW
All middle school students will be required to read Fly-
girl by Sherri L. Smith and two additional books from 
the Directed Reading List, which consists of recom-
mended Young Adult titles. 

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith
Sherri L. Smith, author of Flygirl, will be visiting Baylor 
School on Mon., August 27, 2018. Flygirl is the story 

of Ida Mae Jones; all she wants to do is fly. Her father was a pilot, and years 
after his death she feels closest to him when she's in the air. But as a young 
black woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the sky is off limits to her, until 
America enters World War II, and the Army forms the WASP-Women Airforce 
Service Pilots. Ida has a chance to fulfill her dream if she’s willing to use her 
light skin to pass as a white girl. She wants to fly more than anything, but 
Ida soon learns that denying one’s self and family is a heavy burden, and 
ultimately, it’s not what you do but who you are that’s most important. 
ISBN: 978-0142417256

6TH GRADE DIRECTED READING LIST
In addition to reading Flygirl, sixth grade students must also choose two 
books (that they have not read previously) from the list of titles below. 

Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper  
Stella lives in the segregated South — in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be 
exact about it. Some stores she can go into. Some stores she can’t. Some 
folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of evens out, 
and heck, the Klan hasn’t bothered them for years. But one late night, later 
than she should ever be up, much less wandering around outside, Stella and 
her little brother see something they’re never supposed to see, something 
that is the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any stretch 
of the imagination. As Stella’s community — her world — is upended, she 
decides to fight fire with fire. And she learns that ashes don’t necessarily 
signify an end.  (ISBN: 978-1442494985) 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer Holm  
Eleven-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She 
misses her old best friend. She even misses her dearly departed goldfish. 
Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And weirdly 
enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist who’s always 
been slightly obsessed with immortality. Could this pimply boy really be 
Grandpa Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal youth? With a 
lighthearted touch and plenty of humor, Jennifer Holm celebrates the wonder 
of science and explores fascinating questions about life and death, family 
and friendship, immortality . . . and possibility. (ISBN: 978-037587114)

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt   
“Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its ability 
to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.” Ally has been smart 
enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new school, 
she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive dis-
tractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? 
However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid under-
neath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself 
and that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally 
feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with possibilities. She 
discovers that there’s a lot more to her — and to everyone — than a label, and 
that great minds don’t always think alike. (ISBN: 978-0142426425)

Ink and Bone by Rachel Caine Johnson  
Rachel Caine rewrites history, creating a dangerous world where the Great 
Library of Alexandria has survived the test of time. Ruthless and supremely 
powerful, the Great Library is now a presence in every major city, governing 
the flow of knowledge to the masses. Alchemy allows the Library to deliver 
the content of the greatest works of history instantly — but the personal 
ownership of books is expressly forbidden. Jess Brightwell believes in the 

value of the Library, but most of his knowledge comes from illegal books 
obtained by his family. Jess has been sent to be his family’s spy, but his 
loyalties are tested in the final months of his training to enter the Library’s 
service. When his friend inadvertently commits heresy by creating a device 
that could change the world, Jess discovers that those who control the Great 
Library believe knowledge is more valuable than any human life — and soon 
both heretics and books will burn.… (ISBN: 978-0451473134)

Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly   
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is 
shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. 
Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she 
loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, 
whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens 
wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different so he can concen-
trate on basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank 
that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disas-
ter leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find missing Virgil. 
Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is 
performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms.
(ISBN: 978-0062414151)

Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin  
The action begins in October of 1875, as Secret Service agents raid the 
Fulton, Illinois, workshop of master counterfeiter Ben Boyd. Soon after Boyd 
is hauled off to prison, members of his counterfeiting ring gather in the back 
room of a smoky Chicago saloon to discuss how to spring their ringleader. 
Their plan: grab Lincoln’s body from its Springfield tomb, stash it in the sand 
dunes near Lake Michigan, and demand, as a ransom, the release of Ben 
Boyd – and $200,000 in cash. From here, the action alternates between the 
conspirators, the Secret Service agents on their trail, and the undercover 
agent moving back and forth between the two groups. Along the way readers 
get glimpses into the inner workings of counterfeiting, grave robbing, detec-
tive work, and the early days of the Secret Service.
(ISBN: 978-0545405720)

Left Out by Tim Green  
Landon Dorch wants to be like everyone else. But his deafness and the way 
he talks have always felt like insurmountable obstacles. But now he finally 
sees his chance to fit in. Bigger and taller than any other seventh grader in 
his new school, Landon plans to use his size to his advantage and join the 
school’s football team. But the same speech problems and the cochlear 
implants that help him hear continue to haunt him. Just when it looks like 
Landon will be left out of football for good, an unlikely friend comes along. 
But in the end only Landon can fight his way off the bench and through a 
crowded field of bullies bent on seeing him forever left out.
(ISBN: 978-0062293831)



Space Case by Stuart Gibbs
Like his fellow lunarnauts — otherwise known as Moonies — living on Moon 
Base Alpha, twelve-year-old Dashiell Gibson is famous the world over for 
being one of the first humans to live on the moon. And he’s bored out of 
his mind. Kids aren’t allowed on the lunar surface, meaning they’re trapped 
inside the tiny moon base with next to nothing to occupy their time — and 
the only other kid Dash’s age spends all his time hooked into virtual reality 
games. Then Moon Base Alpha’s top scientist turns up dead. Dash senses 
there’s foul play afoot, but no one believes him. Everyone agrees Dr. Holtz 
went onto the lunar surface without his helmet properly affixed, simple as 
that. But Dr. Holtz was on the verge of an important new discovery, Dash 
finds out, and it’s a secret that could change everything for the Moonies—a 
secret someone just might kill to keep... (ISBN: 978-1442494879)

The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen  
Sixteen-year-old Jessica is the track team’s star sprinter until tragedy strikes: 
the team van is struck, killing one runner and demolishing Jessica’s right leg. 
The book begins with Jessica refusing to acknowledge the result. But she is 
slowly reintroduced to life, which involves being fitted for prosthesis, return-

ing to school, and dealing with the usual — tough teachers, mean girls, and 
one sensitive, supportive boy. It’s a classic problem novel in a lot of ways; 
accordingly, Van Draanen inserts setbacks with narrative precision, the most 
affecting of which (surprisingly) is the insurance battle that Jessica’s par-
ents face. Overall, this is a tremendously upbeat book, with Jessica’s family, 
friends, and community coming together. (ISBN: 978-0375866289) 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen   
After severely injuring Peter Driscal in an empty parking lot, troublemaker 
Cole Matthews is in major trouble. But instead of jail time, Cole is given an 
alternative: one-year banishment to a remote Alaskan island. This program 
—called Circle Justice — is based on Native American traditions that provide 
healing for the criminal mind. To avoid serious jail time, Cole resolves to go. 
While there, Cole is mauled by a mysterious white bear and left for dead. 
Thoughts of his abusive parents, helpless Peter, and his violent anger cause 
him to examine the root of his troubled ways. A poignant depiction of the 
vicious cycle of violence and one boy’s journey to healing.
(ISBN: 978-0380805600)

7TH GRADE DIRECTED READING LIST
In addition to reading Flygirl, seventh grade students must also choose two 
books (that they have not read previously) from the list of titles below. 

Almost Home by Joan Bauer   
Through months of homelessness and her mother’s breakdown, sixth-grader 
Sugar Mae Cole and her puppy, Shush, demonstrate what it means to be 
sweet. Her chronological first-person narration works, with notes, emails and 
poems to document the pain of dealing with an unreliable father, the dif-
ficulty of leaving a familiar home and beloved teacher, and the conflicted 
feelings of a child in a good foster-care situation. Sugar’s mother, Reba, 
has trusted her gambling husband too many times. Can Reba develop the 
strength to resist him? Luckily, this resilient child has always had the support 
of other adults: first her grandfather, King Cole; then Mr. B., the sixth-grade 
teacher who encourages her writing and stays in touch; and, finally, Lexie 
and Mac, experienced foster parents who provide a safe haven but know 
when to let go. Sugar’s voice is convincing, both as storyteller and young 
writer; her natural good humor shines through what could be a sad story 
indeed. Quirky supporting characters — both human and dog — add to its 
appeal. (ISBN: 978-0142427484)

The Red Queen by  Victoria Aveyard  
Amid a war and rising civil unrest, a young thief discovers the shocking 
power within her that sparks a revolution. At 17, Mare knows that without 
an apprenticeship or job, her next birthday will bring a conscription to join 
the war. She contributes to her poor family’s income the only way she can, 
stealing from the Silvers, who possess myriad powers and force her and 
her fellow Reds into servitude. The Silvers literally bleed silver, and they can 
manipulate metal, plants and animals, among many other talents. When 
Mare’s best friend, Kilorn, loses his job and is doomed to conscription, she 
is determined to change his fate. She stumbles into a mysterious stranger 
after her plan goes awry and is pulled out of her village and into the world 
of Silver royalty. Once inside the palace walls, it isn’t long before Mare learns 
that powers unknown to red-blooded humans lie within her, powers that 
could lead a revolution. (ISBN: 978-0062310644)

Backfield Boys by John Feinstein  
Freshman footballers Jason Roddin and Tom Jefferson are a perfect pair: 
Jason is a blazing-fast wide-receiver, while his best friend Tom has all the 
skills a standout quarterback needs. After summer football camp at an elite 
sports-focused boarding school, the boys are thrilled to be invited back with 

full-ride scholarships. But on day one of practice, they’re shocked when the 
team’s coaching staff makes Tom, a black kid, a receiver and Jason, a white 
kid, a quarterback. Confronted with mounting evidence of deep-seated ra-
cial bias, the boys speak out, risking their scholarships and chances to play. 
As tensions ratchet up with coaches and other players, Tom and Jason must 
decide how much they’re willing to lose in a conflict with powerful forces that 
has nothing – and everything – to do with the game they love.
(ISBN: 978-0374305925)

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank   
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne 
Frank’s remarkable diary has since become a world classic — a powerful re-
minder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. 
In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and 
her family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next 
two years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, they and 
another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annex” of an old office building. 
Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant 
cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discov-
ery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her ex-
periences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, and amusing, her 
account offers a fascinating commentary on human courage and frailty and 
a compelling self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose 
promise was tragically cut short. (ISBN: 978-0553296983)

The Secret Keepers by Trenton Lee Stewart   
A magical watch, a string of secrets, and a race against time. When Reuben 
discovers an extraordinary antique watch, he soon learns it has a secret 
power and his life takes an intriguing turn. At first he is thrilled with his 
new treasure, but as one secret leads to another, Reuben finds himself torn 
between his innately honest nature and the lure to be a hero. Now he is on 
a dangerous adventure – full of curious characters, treacherous traps, and 
hairsbreadth escapes – as he races to solve the mystery before it is too late. 
Even with fearless Penny, mighty Jack, and the wise Mrs. Genevieve on his 
side, can Reuben outwit and outmaneuver the sly villain called The Smoke 
and his devious defenders the Directions and save the city from a terrible 
fate? In this ingeniously crafted novel, the author invites readers to join the 
adventure, decipher the clues, and ask themselves the question: Is knowing 
a secret a gift or a curse? (ISBN: 978-0316389556)



Nemesis by Brendan Reichs   
It’s been happening since Min was eight. Every two years, on her birthday, a 
strange man finds her and murders her in cold blood. But hours later, she 
wakes up in a clearing just outside her tiny Idaho hometown — alone, unhurt, 
and with all evidence of the horrifying crime erased. Across the valley, Noah 
just wants to be like everyone else. But he’s not. Nightmares of murder and 
death plague him, though he does his best to hide the signs. But when the 
world around him begins to spiral toward panic and destruction, Noah dis-
covers that people have been lying to him his whole life. Everything changes 
in an eye blink for the planet has a bigger problem. The Anvil, an enormous 
asteroid threatening all life on Earth, leaves little room for two troubled 
teens. Yet on her sixteenth birthday, as she cowers in her bedroom, hoping 
not to die for the fifth time, Min has had enough. She vows to discover what 
is happening in Fire Lake and uncovers a lifetime of lies: a vast conspiracy 
involving the sixty-four students of her sophomore class, one that may be 
even more sinister than the murders. (ISBN: 978-0399544934)

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys  
January 1945: as Russians advance through East Prussia, four teens’ lives 
converge in hopes of escape. Sepetys combines research with well-crafted 
fiction to bring to life a little-known story: the sinking (from Soviet torpe-
does) of the German ship Wilhelm Gustloff. Told in four alternating voices 
— Lithuanian nurse Joana, Polish Emilia, Prussian forger Florian, and German 
soldier Alfred — with often contemporary cadences, this stints on neither 
history nor fiction. The three sympathetic refugees and their motley com-
panions (especially an orphaned boy and an elderly shoemaker) make it 
clear that while the Gustloff was a German ship full of German civilians and 
soldiers during World War II, its sinking was still a tragedy. Heartbreaking, 
historical, and a little bit hopeful.  (ISBN: 978-0399160301)

Warcross by Marie Lu  
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game — it’s a 
way of life. The obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans 
the globe, some eager to escape from reality and others hoping to make a 
profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a 
bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the game illegally. 
To make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening 
game of the international Warcross Championships — only to accidentally 

glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation. Convinced 
she’s going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call 
from the game’s creator, the elusive young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an 
irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year’s tournament in 
order to uncover a security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. With 
no time to lose, Emika’s whisked off to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame 
and fortune that she’s only dreamed of. But soon her investigation uncovers 
a sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire.
(ISBN: 978-0399547966)

Walk on Earth a Stranger by Rae Carson   
Gold is in my blood, in my breath, even in the flecks in my eyes. Lee Westfall 
has a strong, loving family. She has a home she loves and a loyal steed. She 
has a best friend — who might want to be something more. She also has a 
secret. Lee can sense gold in the world around her. Veins deep in the earth. 
Small nuggets in a stream. Even gold dust caught underneath a fingernail. 
She has kept her family safe and able to buy provisions, even through the 
harshest winters. But what would someone do to control a girl with that kind 
of power? A person might murder for it. When everything Lee holds dear is 
ripped away, she flees west to California — where gold has just been discov-
ered. Perhaps this will be the one place a magical girl can be herself. If she 
survives the journey. (ISBN: 978-0062242921)

Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights
by Steve Sheinkin
The Port Chicago 50 was a group of African American sailors who were court-
martialed and convicted of mutiny when they refused to continue loading 
ammunition after experiencing a terrifying accidental explosion that de-
stroyed the entire port. Tracing the history of racial discrimination in the U.S. 
armed forces, Sheinkin describes the U.S. Navy’s long-standing policy of 
restricting duties for African American servicemen, the unfair treatment the 
divisions received at the segregated Port Chicago facility, and the danger-
ous working conditions facing the sailors there, including a lack of training 
on how to properly handle explosives, and competitions that encouraged 
reckless practices. Sheinkin’s narrative shines as he recounts the frustrating 
court-martial trial that resulted in a guilty verdict for all 50 men, which still 
stands today despite repeated attempts to exonerate the sailors. 
(ISBN: 978-1250073495)

8TH GRADE DIRECTED READING LIST
In addition to reading Flygirl, eighth grade students must also choose two 
books (that they have not read previously) from the list of titles below. Books 
with a double asterisk beside the title (**) are suitable for mature readers.

Merlin Book 1: The Lost Years by T.A. Barron  
Barron transforms the early years of the mythical wizard’s life into a vivid, 
action-filled fantasy, replete with deep forests, ruined castles, and evil spell. 
Although Emrys, 12-year-old son of Branwen, has fantastic powers, he is 
also a charismatic and sympathetic character; many readers will no doubt 
empathize with his self-pity, awkwardness, and the tense relationship he 
shares with his mother, a witch. But Barron never forgets his hero's destiny, 
and so when Emrys defends his mother from the flames of an angry mob by 
telekinetically burning the town bully, he leaps into the fire to save the boy 
and loses his own eyesight. Recovering in an abbey from his burns, Emrys 
develops second sight, vows to never again use his powers in anger, and sets 
out to learn his destiny. Along the way, he meets Rhia, who is brave, intel-
ligent, and resourceful, and who enlists his aid in the war that forms the final 
steps toward adulthood that Emrys – now Merlin – takes.
(ISBN: 978-0142418895)

**Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner  
“Where are you guys? Text me back.” That’s the last message Carver Briggs 
will ever send his three best friends, Mars, Eli, and Blake. He never thought 
that it would lead to their death. Now Carver can’t stop blaming himself 
for the accident and even worse, a powerful judge is pressuring the district 
attorney to open up a criminal investigation. Luckily, Carver has some un-
expected allies: Eli’s girlfriend, the only person to stand by him at school; 
Dr. Mendez, his new therapist; and Blake’s grandmother, who asks Carver to 
spend a “goodbye day” together to share their memories and say a proper 
farewell. Soon the other families are asking for their own goodbye day with 
Carver — but he’s unsure of their motives. Will they all be able to make 
peace with their losses, or will these goodbye days bring Carver one step 
closer to a complete breakdown or — even worse — prison?
(ISBN: 978-0553524062)

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team
by Steve Sheinkin
Undefeated is an astonishing underdog sports story – and more. It’s an un-
flinching look at the U.S. government’s violent persecution of Native Ameri-
cans and the school that was designed to erase Indian cultures. Expertly 
told by three-time National Book Award finalist Steve Sheinkin, it’s the story 



of a group of young men who came together at that school, the overwhelm-
ing obstacles they faced both on and off the field, and their absolute refusal 
to accept defeat. Jim Thorpe: Super athlete, Olympic gold medalist, Native 
American. Pop Warner: Indomitable coach, football mastermind, Ivy League 
grad. Before these men became legends, they met in 1907 at the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, where they forged one of the win-
ningest teams in American football history. Called “the team that invented 
football,” they took on the best opponents of their day, defeating much more 
privileged schools such as Harvard and the Army in a series of breathtak-
ingly close calls, genius plays, and bone-crushing hard work.
(ISBN: 978-1596439542)

Bluefish by Pat Schmatz  
Travis is missing his old home in the country, and he’s missing his old hound, 
Rosco. Now there’s just the cramped place he shares with his well-meaning 
but alcoholic grandpa, a new school, and the dreaded routine of passing 
when he’s called on to read out loud. But that’s before Travis meets Mr. 
McQueen, who doesn’t take “pass” for an answer – a rare teacher whose 
savvy persistence has Travis slowly unlocking a book on the natural world. 
And it’s before Travis is noticed by Velveeta, a girl whose wry banter and 
colorful scarves belie some hard secrets of her own. With sympathy, humor, 
and disarming honesty, Pat Schmatz brings to life a cast of utterly believable 
characters – and captures the moments of trust and connection that make 
all the difference. (ISBN: 978-076366341)

**The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon   
It is Natasha’s last day in New York City, where she has lived for 10 years. Her 
family, living as undocumented immigrants in a small Brooklyn apartment, 
are being deported to Jamaica after her father’s arrest for drunk driving. 
Natasha is scouring the city for a chance to stay in the United States legally. 
She wants the normal teen existence of her peers. Meanwhile, poetic Daniel 
is on his way to an interview as part of his application process to Yale. He 
is under great pressure to get in because his parents (who emigrated from 
South Korea) are adamant that he become a doctor. Events slowly conspire 
to bring the two leads together. When Daniel and Natasha finally meet, he 
falls in love immediately and convinces her to join him for the day. They tell 
their stories in alternating chapters. Additional voices are integrated into 
the book as characters interact with them. Both relatable and profound, the 
bittersweet ending conveys a sense of hopefulness that will resonate with 
teens. (ISBN: 978-0553496680)

Bruiser by Neal Shusterman   
Tennyson is not surprised, really, when his family begins to fall apart, or when 
his twin sister, Brontë, starts dating the misunderstood bully, Brewster (or 
The Bruiser, as the entire high school calls him). Tennyson is determined to 
get to the bottom of The Bruiser’s reputation, even if it means gearing up for 
a fight. Brontë, on the other hand, thinks there’s something special under-
neath that tough exterior. And she’s right…but neither she nor Tennyson is 
prepared for the truth of what lies below the surface. Told through Tennyson, 
Brontë, and Bruiser’s points of view, this dark, twisting novel explores friend-
ship, family, and the sacrifices we make for the people we love. 
(ISBN: 978-0061134104)

The Reader by Traci Chee  
Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is brutally murdered, 
she flees into the wilderness with her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt, 
track, and steal. But when Nin is kidnapped, leaving Sefia completely alone, 
none of her survival skills can help her discover where Nin’s been taken, or 
if she’s even alive. The only clue to both her aunt’s disappearance and her 
father’s murder is the odd rectangular object her father left behind, an object 
she comes to realize is a book — a marvelous item unheard of in her other-
wise illiterate society. With the help of this book, and the aid of a mysterious 
stranger with dark secrets of his own, Sefia sets out to rescue her aunt and 
find out what really happened the day her father was killed — and punish 
the people responsible. With overlapping stories of swashbuckling pirates 
and merciless assassins, The Reader is a brilliantly told adventure from an 
extraordinary new talent. (ISBN: 978-0399176777)

The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team’s Epic Journey 
to Win Gold at the 1936 Olympics by Daniel James Brown
(Young Readers Adaptation)
Out of the depths of the Great Depression comes the astonishing tale of 
nine working-class boys from the American West who at the 1936 Olympics 
showed the world what true grit really meant. With rowers who were the sons 
of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s 
eight-oar crew was never expected to defeat the elite East Coast teams, yet 
they did, going on to shock the world by challenging the German boat rowing 
for Adolf Hitler. At the center of the tale is Joe Rantz, a teenager without fam-
ily or prospects, whose personal quest captures the spirit of his generation 
— the generation that would prove in the coming years that the Nazis could 
not prevail over American determination and optimism.
(ISBN: 978-0147516855)

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge   
Faith Sunderly leads a double life. To most people, she is reliable, dull, 
trustworthy — a proper young lady who knows her place as inferior to men. 
But inside, Faith is full of questions and curiosity, and she cannot resist 
mysteries: an unattended envelope, an unlocked door. She knows secrets 
no one suspects her of knowing. She knows that her family moved to the 
close-knit island of Vane because her famous scientist father was fleeing a 
reputation-destroying scandal. And she knows, when her father is discovered 
dead shortly thereafter, that he was murdered. In pursuit of justice and re-
venge, Faith hunts through her father’s possessions and discovers a strange 
tree. The tree bears fruit only when she whispers a lie to it. The fruit of the 
tree, when eaten, delivers a hidden truth. The tree might hold the key to her 
father’s murder—or it may lure the murderer directly to Faith herself. 
(ISBN: 978-1419718953)

** The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak  
Set during World War II in Germany, [this is] the story of Liesel Meminger, 
a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager exis-
tence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist 
— books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns 
to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing 
raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he is 
marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books 
to feed the soul.  (ISBN: 978-0375842207)

➡ The recommended reading lists, AP course summer
 reading required titles, reading response assignments,  
 and the summer reading log are available at:
 baylorschool.org/summerreading. 


